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pilgrim, Hwen Thsang. According to him, the customs of
the inhabitans of Lang-kie~lo> which was 2000 K, or 333 miles,
to the west of Kotesar, in Kachh, were like those of the
people of Kachh, and their written characters closely resembled
those of India, while their language was only slightly different1
For these reasons I think that the Oritae, as well as the
Arabitae, may fairly be included within the geographical
limits of India, although they have always been beyond its
political boundary during the historical period, As early
as the sixth century B. c. they were tributary to Darius
Hystaspes, and they were still subject to Persia nearly twelve
centuries later, when visited by Hwen Thsang. But their
Indian origin is beyond all doubt, as will be shown when I
come to speak of the Oritae.

Arabii, or Arabitce

The Arabii of Arrian are the Arabita of Curtius, the
ArUti of Ptolemy, the Ambritce of Diodorus, and the Arbies
of Strabo. They are said to have derived their name from the
river Arabis, or Arbis, or Arabius, which flowed along their
confines, and divided their territory from that of the Oritse*
From a comparison of the details of Alexander's marches
with the diary of Nearchus, it is certain that this boundary
river was the Purali, which flows through the present district
of Las into the bay of Sonmiani. According to Curtius,8
Alexander reached the eastern boundary of the Arabitae in
nine days from Patala, and their western boundary in five
days more. Now, from Haidarlbad to Karachi, the distance
is 114 miles, and from Karachi to Sonmiani 50 miles/ the
former being usually performed by troops in nine marches,
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